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LEND-LEASE FOOD BUYING 


Reports Indicate Department Will 
Handle Purchases for Great Britain 


While no formal action has been taken toward setting up 
the organization that will handle the purchase of foods for 
Great Britain and other countries under the lend-lease pro- 
gram, developments during the past week indicate that the 
purchasing will probably center in the Department of Agri- 
culture, under the supervision of the Surplus Marketing 
Administration and its corporate arm the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation. 

Buying for the Army and Navy, it is indicated, will con- 
tinue to be done by the purchasing agencies for those depart- 
ments of the government, with the advice of the Division of 
Purchases, Office of Production Management. 


A British Commission arrives in Washington March 22, 
not to serve as a purchasing agent but to act in an advisory 
capacity on British needs. The British Government has main- 
tained offices at the Willard Hotel in Washington in con- 
nection with purchases being made in this country. 

With the signing of the lend-lease bill, funds become im- 
mediately available for purchases. These purchases are 
expected to be made by the U. S. Government, and not by 
British agencies. Methods of purchasing have not been 
announced, but some preliminary work has been done to 
ascertain the amount and location of available supplies of 
commodities that may be wanted by Great Britain. The 
extent of the purchases for Great Britain will depend, as 
was indicated in last week's INrormaTION LetTeER, upon that 
country’s requirements and the cargo space available for 
transportation, 

As soon as definite and authoritative information is avail- 
able concerning the canned foods that may be purchased 
under this program and the purchasing system that is to 
he followed, the Association will promptly advise the entire 
industry. 

Since current indications are that the Surplus Marketing 
Administration will serve as the buying agency, the follow- 
ing information as to its present activities will be of interest 
to canners. It does not necessarily follow that the Admin- 
istration will utilize the present methods to make purchases 
under the lend-lease program. 


The Surplus Marketing Administration buys commodities 
designated as surplus for the government to use in direct 
distribution to families on relief and under the school-lunch 
program. The work of the Administration is two-fold, com- 
prising purchasing and distribution. The Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation has authority both to buy and sell 
commodities. The Surplus Marketing Administration is like- 
wise the agency in charge of the marketing agreement pro- 


Distribution is made directly to State relief agencies. 
Under the food stamp plan, the local groceries handle dis- 


tribution in the ordinary commercial manner. Foods to be 
distributed under this program by exchanging stamps at 
the groceries for the food are designated by the Secretary 
of Agriculture and move entirely in commercial channels. 
The Surplus Marketing Administration does not distribute 
these commodities. 

A number of methods of purchasing are used by the Sur- 
plus Marketing Administration, which has found from ex- 

(Continued on next page) 


Hearing on Fruit Standards Postponed 


The hearing set for April 1 on the proposed amendments 
to the standards of quality for peaches, apricots, and pears 
has been postponed. The proposed amendments were those 
advocated by the Canners League of California, which were 
previously set for hearing on January 16, 1941. In addition 
to these, there was to be considered a proposed amendment 
to the standard of quality for pears so as to include a limit 
for the factor of grittiness. 

It appeared to the Association, as well as to a number 
of interested pear canners, that there had not been sufficient 
time given for adequate study of the method to be incor- 
porated in the latter amendment. The Association, therefore, 
requested a postponement of the hearing to permit such study. 
It is possible that a new hearing date may be announced 
for some time in the fall of 1941, 


PRESIDENT SIGNS BRITISH AID BILL 


Senate Passes Bill Providing for Regulation of 
Freight Forwarders by I. C. C. 


Congressional action on the $7,000,000,000 British aid 
appropriation bill was completed Monday when it was passed 
by the Senate. The President signed the bill on Thursday. 
The Senate approved and sent to the House on Monday a bill 
providing for regulation of freight forwarders by the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission and on Thursday it passed a 
bill to protect foreign bank deposits. Adjustments in the 
marketing quota and increases in the penalty provisions of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act with respect to wheat and 
corn also were passed by the Senate Committee. Hearings 
on a companion bill were held during the week by the House 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Among bills passed by the House during the past week 
were proposals providing for the creation of an office of 
government reports within the executive offices of the Presi- 
dent, extending the life of the Bituminous Coal Commission, 
and providing funds for the civil functions of the War De- 
partment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1942. 


The Senate Committee on Agriculture on Thursday re- 
ported favorably the Bankhead amendments to the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act, and the House Committee on Agri- 
culture announced that hearings would be held commencing 
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April 1 on the subject of parity loans. The Bankhead bill 
would provide for loans to cooperators in the adjustment 
program at 100 per cent of parity. The House Committee 
hearings will center around the Fulmer bill that proposes, 
through amendment of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, the 
establishment of a marketing certificate plan similar in 
effect to the old processing tax law, and the granting of 
loans to cooperators in marketing adjustment programs at a 
rate of 6634 per cent of parity. 


LEND-LEASE FOOD BUYING 
(Continued from preceding page) 


perience that different commodities require different methods 
of buying in order to carry out the purposes of the program. 
Purchases generally are confined to the particular com- 
mercial areas of a product, where sufficient quantities of 
the commodity are produced to affect marketing conditions 
and to determine prices. In the case of early spring vege- 
tables, the area may be highly localized, well-defined, and 
even completely within the boundaries of one State. 

Before a buying program is undertaken, the Secretary of 
Agriculture must approve the recommended purchases. In 
some instances, the quantities to be purchased may be com- 
paratively small, because the surplus itself, which is de- 
pressing prices and disrupting marketing, is relatively small. 
The Administration's purpose in buying in the past has been 
to buy only the quantity that will improve marketing con- 
ditions and prices to growers. 

The price at which the Administration will buy is deter- 
mined by the principle that the price must be at a level 
that will not discourage consumption through commercial 
channels. Sometimes, however, prices for purchases may 
be slightly higher than commercial prices when these have 
been unreasonably dislocated by speculative or other tem- 
porary factors. 

Buying procedures of the Administration fall into five 
classifications, of which the first two are the methods gen- 
erally used: 

. “Offer and acceptance” invitations 

. Direct buying at terminal markets 

. Buying on commodity exchanges 

. Formal bidding system 

. Buying from government corporations or agencies 


Under the “offer and acceptance” method, announcement 
is made by the government in the specified commercial areas 
that it will entertain offers of growers, processors, or dis- 
tributors to sell quantities of specific commodities. The 
government then accepts whatever quantities it desires of 
these offers, at prices which will best carry out the purposes 
of the surplus removal programs. 

Purchases of fresh vegetables, some fruits, and other com- 
modities when desired, are made by the direct buying method 
at terminal markets. Frequently the facilities of cooperative 
organizations are used. Sometimes the Administration buys 
directly from groups of growers. To make purchases at 
terminal markets, the Surplus Marketing Administration has 
a staff of fieldmen to carry on buying operations in the 
producing areas. These men move from place to place as 
necessary. 

Surpluses of some commodities, including eggs and butter, 
are usually bought on the commodity exchanges. 


A few commodities have been purchased under the formal 
bidding system. The lowest bid is accepted. The Admin. 
istration has used this method to buy blankets. 


On a few occasions, the Administration has taken over 
wheat for relief distribution and for exporting from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation. From the Dairy Products 
Marketing Association, a group of dairy cooperatives operat- 
ing with government funds, the Administration has bought 
butter on several occasions. 

During the past year, the government has repeatedly 
bought grapefruit, received offers from canners to process 
into canned grapefruit juice, and then paid the canners 
for their work. Last year, the Administration bought cling- 
stone peaches and loganberries and paid canners to can 
these products. 

Because the Surplus Marketing Administration's activities 
have had as their objective the maintenance of steady markets 
and prices, it is understood that, if the Administration does 
the buying under the lend-lease program, the purchases 
would be extended over the 15-month period for which 
appropriations have already been made and that the buying 
would be done in advance of British requisitions. The 
objective of such a method would be to discourage specula- 
tion by spreading the buying as to both quantity and time. 
The Department of Agriculture is reported to have insisted 
that these food purchases would have little effect on markets 
or prices and have pointed out that the actual purchases for 
Great Britain would be only a small percentage of our 
total annual production and small in comparison to domestic 
consumption, 

Foods mentioned as possibilities for purchase include 
canned grapefruit juice, canned fish, canned fresh pork, 
lard, beans, dried fruits, and dried eggs. 

Funds for the surplus removal programs have come from 
30 per cent of the yearly customs receipts appropriated 
annually to the Secretary of Agriculture. These amounted 
to about $100,000,000 for the current fiscal year, plus about 
$135,000,000 of direct appropriations. The budget recom- 
mendations for the next fiscal year, July 1941 to July 1942, 
amount to a total of about $200,000,000. This is primarily 
to meet domestic needs. The billion dollars for purchasing 
commodities under the lend-lease program will be in addition 
to this sum for domestic purchases. Only about $300,000,000 
of the billion dollars is expected to be expended for food 
purchases under the lend-lease program. 


Labeling of Red Kidney Beans 
An inquiry recently received by the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration regarding proper labeling of canned red kidney 
beans was answered as follows: 


“In our opinion the common or usual name of this product 
is ‘Red Kidney Beans’ and, therefore, this is the name 
required by section 403(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 


Cosmetic Act. There is no objection, of course, to the use 
of the words ‘Dark’ or ‘Light’, whichever the case may be, if 
the canner chooses to use these designations, but we do not 
believe the provisions of the Act will require their use. 


“Since no definition and standard for this product has 
been promulgated under the provisions of section 401 of the 
Act, the labels for canned red kidney beans must, of course, 
bear a statement of ingredients, including the packing me- 
dium, in accordance with the provisions of section 403 (i) (2). 
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Army to Inspect Canned Foods at Shipping Point 


In an invitation to bid issued this week by the United 
States Army Quartermaster Supply Officer at Brooklyn, a 
number of the canned food items, it was stated, will be 
inspected at shipping points by inspectors of the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service of the Department of Agriculture 
prior to shipping. Bidders quoting on these items must 
show in their bids where these goods are located and the 
address at which they may be inspected. 


The inspection will be made at government expense. If 
it develops that the goods offered are not up to the grade 
specified in the invitation for bids and contract, and it is 
therefore necessary to make inspection at points other than 
those shown by the contractor in his bid, any subsequent 
inspections will be made at the contractor's expense. 

The canned food items, which are included in this invita- 
tion, that will be inspected at point of shipping, are as 
follows: Apples, string beans, cream style corn, peaches, 
peas, and tomatoes. Other canned food items in this invita- 
tion, on which bids will be opened April 9, are: Beans with 
pork and tomato sauce, dry beans, lima beans, beets, black- 
berries, carrots, tomato catsup, hominy, jam, Bartlett pears, 
peas, pickles, pineapple, dried prunes, spinach, and tomato 
juice. 

Alternative can sizes are permitted for many of these 
items, that is, either No. 10 or No. 24% cans. 

In another invitation to bid, also issued this week by the 
Quartermaster Supply Officer, Ist Ave. & 58th St., Brooklyn, 
N. Y., no notice of inspection at point of shipping was 
made. Bids in this case are to be opened April 11. The 
canned food items included in the invitation are as follows: 
Apples, apple butter, apricots, beans with pork and tomato 
sauce, dry beans (pea, red kidney, lima, pinto), lima beans, 
string beans, beets, blackberries, tomato catsup, sweet cher- 
ries, sweet corn, hominy, jam and jelly, evaporated milk, 
peaches, pears, peas, pickles, pineapple, dried prunes, sal- 
mon (coho), chili sauce, sauerkraut, spinach, and tomatoes. 


Marine Corps Issues Invitation for Bids 


The Quartermaster of the U. S. Marine Corps, Navy 
Building, Washington, D. C., issued invitations this week to 
bid on a number of canned foods. Bids are to be opened 
April 3, and delivery is to be made to Philadelphia, and to 
Quantico and Sewall’s Point, Va. The canned food items on 
which bids were requested are as follows: apricots, asparagus 
tips, string or snap beans, beans with pork, corned beef, 
bects, catsup, grapefruit juice, mushrooms, peas, pineapple, 
pineapple juice, sweet potatoes, prunes, sauerkraut, and 
tomato juice. 


How to Get Invitations to Bid 


Canners who are interested in receiving invitations to bid 
on canned foods for the Army will find it to their interest 
to be placed on the mailing lists of the eight depots now 
making purchases, as for the next three months very con- 
siderable quantities of canned foods will continue to be 
purchased by these offices. Following are the names and 
addresses of the officers to whom canners should direct their 
requests to be listed: 


Quartermaster Supply Officer, New York General Depot, 
Ist Avenue & 58th Street, Brooklyn, New York. 


Commanding Officer, Chicago Quartermaster Depot, 1819 
W. Pershing Road, Chicago, Illinois. 

Quartermaster Supply Officer, San Antonio General Depot, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Quartermaster Supply Officer, San Francisco General 
Depot, Fort Mason, San Francisco, California. 

Commanding Officer, Boston Quartermaster Depot, Army 
Base, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Commanding Officer, Fourth Corps Area Quartermaster 
Depot, Glenn & Murphy Avenue, S. W., Atlanta, Georgia. 

mealies Officer, Kansas City Quartermaster Depot, 
5401 Independence Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. 

Commanding Officer, New Orleans Quartermaster Depot, 
Poland & Dauphine Streets, New Orleans, Louisiana. 


Canned foods for Navy use are purchased by the Bureau 
of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy Department at Wash- 
ington, D. C. Definite quantity contracts are made for de- 
livery to the principal Navy yards and supply depots in the 
United States. Purchases are made immediately after the 
packing season in the case of seasonal items. Canners who 
wish to be informed of Navy needs can write this Bureau for 
information. 


State Food and Drug Bills 


Bills proposing the enactment of food, drug, and cosmetic 
laws uniform with the Federal Act have been introduced 
recently in the legislatures of Missouri and South Carolina. 
These two bills, with one exception, are identical and 
although they follow the wording of the Federal statute 
in their prohibitions of misbranding and adulteration, they — 
fail to contain adequate statements of legislative intent; pro- 
vision for the intrastate shipment of unlabeled products that 
are to be repacked, labeled, or processed; and guaranty 
clause provisions that would protect out-of-state manufac- 
turers and distributors. The Missouri bill also contains a 
registration section that would require all manufacturers 
selling within the State to pay an annual fee of $1.00 per 
product, with a maximum charge of $100.00. 

The consumers bureau bill that has been pending in the 
New York State legislature was unfavorably reported by the 
Ways and Means Committee of the State Assembly. The 
legislatures of the States of Arizona, Georgia, Nevada, and 
Oregon have adjourned. 


Surplus Foods Designated for April 


Fresh grapefruit, apples, oranges, and carrots, and dried 
prunes and raisins are among the agricultural commodities 
and products designated as surplus foods for exchange under 
the food stamp program during the month of April, according 
to announcement this week by the Surplus Marketing Admin- 
istration. 


The complete list of surplus foods available in all stamp 
plan areas is as follows: Butter, raisins, pork lard, pork, corn 
meal, shell eggs, hominy (corn) grits, dry edible beans, wheat 
flour and whole wheat (Graham) flour, onions (except green 
onions), dried prunes, Irish potatoes, fresh oranges, fresh 
carrots, fresh apples, and fresh grapefruit. 

In addition to these commodities, fresh kale and vegetable 
shortening are available in a limited number of areas. 
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1939-40 U. S. TAXES 


Collections During Past Fiscal Year Equal 20 Per 
Cent of National Income 


All taxes in the United States equaled 20 per cent of the 
national income for the year ended June 30, 1940, according 
to an announcement by Acting Director Vergil D. Reed, of 
the Bureau of the Census. 


Total collections of all Federal, State, and local govern- 
ments approximated $14,300,000,000 for the year, or $109 
per capita, of which the Federal government received $39 
per capita; State governments, $27 per capita; and local 
governments, the remaining $43. 

Total tax collections were at the rate of $410 per family. 

State tax collections in 1940 were $4,171,000,000, or more 
than 7 per cent above 1939, The following table shows the 
total collections; the type of tax, with amounts yielded, and 
percentages of the whole: 


Unemployment compensation taxes 
Taxes on specific businesses 

Motor vehicle and drivers’ licenses 
Net income taxes 

General and selective property taxce 
Inheritance, estate and gift taxes. . 


State tax collections in 1940 were two and one-half times 
collections in 1932 and eleven times as great as in 1915. 
Greater collections since 1939 were due chiefly to higher 
yields of State sales taxes which produced 11 per cent, or 
$159,000,000 more than in 1939, but increases ranging be- 
tween 5 and 10 per cent were general throughout all main 
categories of taxation except property taxes and inheritance 
taxes. State property tax levies yielded only 2 per cent 
more than in 1939 and inheritance taxes decreased their 
yield by 11 per cent. Sixty-one per cent of the total gross 
collections of all States was received by the 10 most populous 
States. The 5 most populous States collected 43 per cent. 

New York State alone collected $588,000,000 in State taxes, 
$50,000,000 more than was collected by all the States in 1919. 

Most productive of gross State tax collections were sales 
taxes of all kinds, including general sales taxes levied by 
23 States and sales taxes on gasoline, alcoholic beverages, 
tobacco products, and other commodities. Sales taxes, which 
were almost nonexistent under State laws in 1919, and on 
which State governments became increasingly dependent 
during depression years, yielded 40 per cent of gross State 
collections in 1940, thus supplanting the property tax as 
a main source of State revenue. Property taxes which 
yielded 45 per cent of all State revenues in 1919 yielded only 
6 per cent of gross State collections in 1940, Other types 
of taxes, ranked according to importance as source of revenue 
are: taxes on specific businesses and occupations; motor 
vehicle and drivers’ licenses, and net income taxes, which 
yielded approximately 11, 9, and 9 per cent, respectively, 
of the total. 

Motor fuel sales and motor vehicle and drivers’ licenses 
yielded a combined total of $1,233,000,000, or 30 per cent 
of gross State tax collections in 1940 and more than the total 
amount collected by all States in 1925, 


Sales and license taxes on alcoholic beverages yielded 
$260,000,000, or 6 per cent of the total. 

Tobacco sales taxes increased their 1939 yield by 63 per 
cent, or nearly $38,000,000, to a total of $97,000,000. Larger 
collections were due chiefly to increased yields in New York, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin, where new 
sales taxes on cigarettes have become effective in the past 
two years. 


Increases in national income and greater business activity 
in coming years indicate a probable increase in State tax 
collections, even if no important new State tax laws are en- 
acted in 1941. Necessities of defense taxation by the Federal 
government foreshadow limited possibilities for extension of 
State tax legislation in the immediate future. 

Of the total of $4,171,000,000 collected by all State gov- 
ernments, more than $480,000,000 was returned to local gov- 
ernments in the form of local shares of State taxes, or grants 
by the State from specified tax sources. In addition to this 
sum, $170,000,000 was reported by State officials as destined 
eventually to be granted to local governments through gen- 
eral and school funds maintained by State governments. 
The largest amounts granted or shared with local units from 
any specified tax were derived from gasoline taxes, of which 
$180,000,000, or 21 per cent, was distributed to local units 
of government. Other amounts apportioned to local units 
were: Income taxes, $68,000,000, or 19 per cent of all State 
income taxes; public utility taxes, $23,000,000, or 14 per 
cent of all collections; and sales and other taxes on alcoholic 
beverages, $53,000,000, or 20 per cent of all collections from 
these sources. 


Defense Funds Reach $39,177,800,000 


Authorized and proposed government expenditures for de- 
fense total $39,177,800,0000 according to a compilation is- 
sued March 26 by the Office of Production Management. 
This includes the $7,000,000,000 to be spent under H. R. 
1776 for aid to Great Britain and other democracies. If 
British orders of $3,511,000,000 placed in this country for 
war equipment and supplies are added, direct defense ex- 
penditures for United States and British account, autheriasd 
and proposed, amount to $42,688,800,000. 

Expenditures against these sums made by the United one 
Treasury from June 1, 1940, through March 17, 1941, totaled 
$3,452,000,000. This includes expenditures of the Navy, 
payments from the President's defense fund, the cost of 
administering the Selective Service Law and military ex- 
penditures of the War Department, but does not include 
expenditures upon the Panama Canal or river and harbor 
work, 

Of the forty billion dollars in the United States Govern- 
ment defense program, $29,912,600,000 has been covered by 
appropriations and contract authorizations already made and 
$9,265,200,000 is proposed in the 1942 budget and bills now 
before Congress. 


Indiana Canners to Meet on April 25 


The spring meeting of the Indiana Canners Association 
will be held at the Claypool Hotel in Indianapolis on April 
25. The meeting will be a one-day session, with an opening 
luncheon at noon. 
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California Sardine, Tuna, and Mackerel Packs 


The aggregate output of canned California sardines for 
the 1940-41 season through January totaled 2,695,000 cases 
as compared with 2,665,000 cases for the same period in the 
previous season, according to preliminary figures issued by 
the Division of Fish and Game of the State of California. 
The pack for the month of January, 1941, amounted to 
621,000 cases, which represents a slight increase over the 
571,000 cases packed during the corresponding month of 
the previous year. More than 411,000 tons of sardines for 
utilization by canners and reducers had been received at 
California ports during the 1941 season through January. 

California tuna packers during the calendar year of 1940 
produced 4,162,000 standard cases of all species of tuna, 
according to preliminary data issued by the California Divi- 
sion of Fish and Game. This was the second successive year 
that the pack of tuna reached record proportions as the 1940 
output exceeded the record 1939 production of 3,400,000 
cases by 22 per cent. Yellowfin tuna was the individual 
species packed in the greatest quantity since the 2,000,000 
cases of canned yellowfin comprised about 50 per cent of 
the total production. Considered by districts, 2,450,000 cases 
were canned in the San Diego district; 1,708,000 cases in 
the San Pedro district; and 4,000 cases in the Monterey 
district. 

The total 1940 California mackerel pack was placed at 
1,395,000 standard cases of 48 one-pound cans, which repre- 
sents an increase of 38 per cent over the mackerel output in 
1939. The 1940 pack was greater than that of any year 
subsequent to 1935. 


Wisconsin Pea Aphid Control for 1941 


A two-page mimeographed statement entitled “Recom- 
mendations for Pea Aphid Control in Wisconsin for 1941”, 
prepared jointly by representatives of the U. S. D. A. Bureau 
of Entomology and the Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment 
Station, was released at the School for Canners and Field- 
man at the University of Wisconsin on March 19. 

The recommendations are presented under the following 
headings: Materials to Use; Rate of Application; Time to 
Treat; Temperature Relations; Humidity; Wind Velocity 
in Relation to Effectiveness; Trailer Aprons; Travel Speed 
of Dusting Machines. 

The Raw Products Bureau has a few copies of this pub- 
lication and will be glad to send them to interested members 
on request. 


Complaint Against Canning Company Dismissed 

A complaint issued in October, 1939, against the Hershel 
California Fruit Products Company, Inc., San Jose, Calif., 
alleging violations of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
through misleading representations concerning its tomato 
paste, has been dismissed by the Federal Trade Commission. 
Dismissal was ordered without prejudice to the Commission's 
right to reopen the proceeding in accordance with its regular 
procedure, 

The complaint alleged that representations and depic- 
tions on the can led purchasers to believe the tomato paste 
was made in Italy. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Carlot shipments of fresh tomatoes, green peas, and 
domestic citrus fruits were larger during the week ending 
March 22, 1941, than during the corresponding week of last 
year, according to the Agricultural Marketing Service. Ship- 
ments of other major fresh vegetables competing with canned 
vegetables were smaller. 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 


Week ending— 
Mar. 22, Mar. 22, Mar. 15, Mar. 
1940 1041 1941 


- 
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Imports, competing directly . . 
Imports, competing indirectly 
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The Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine has just 
issued a supplement to the Insect Pest Survey Bulletin, 
published by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, in which 
figures are given showing the estimates of damage by the 
European corn borer in 1940 to corn harvested for grain and 
to sweet corn, 

These figures show that the insect in 1940 caused an esti- 
mated loss of slightly more than $6,500,000 to the corn crop, 
valued at approximately $126,000,000, produced in 258 coun- 
ties of the Northeastern States. The loss suffered by sweet 
corn in the area surveyed was estimated at $2,539,348, or 
38 per cent of the entire loss. Nineteen states were included 
in the survey, and the supplement shows the damage in each 
to sweet corn and corn grown for grain. 

The Raw Products Bureau has obtained a few copies of 
this publication, which is Supplement to No. 9 of the Insect 
Pest Survey Bulletin, December 30, 1940, and will be glad 
to send them to interested members upon request directed 
to the Bureau. 


TNEC Study on Technology in U. S. Issued 


A study on “Technology in Our Economy” has been issued 
by the Temporary National Economic Committee, and is for 
sale at the Government Printing Office for 35 cents. The 
study has been developed from hearings conducted by the 
Committee on the subject of technology. The study seeks 
“to show the amount and character of technological change, 
its effect upon employed workers, the displacement of work- 
ers due to technological innovation, the ability of an expand- 
ing technology to absorb all persons seeking employment”. 


fruits: 
total to— 
VEGETABLES 
1941 
Beans, snap and lima.......... 31 21 702 2,341 
Others: 
Domestic, competing directly. 1,524 1,482 1,482 27,635 25,786 
57 72 80 2,401 2,108 
FRUITS 
Citrus, domestic.............. 3,668 4,420 4,907 97 .373 
Others, domestic.............. 109 52 49 805 15,204 
Estimates of 1940 Damage by Corn Borer 
| 
| 
[ 
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Cuba Expands Condensed Milk Exports 


The cutting off of European sources of supply as a result 
of the war, has enabled Cuba to expand its exports of con- 
densed milk from a negligible figure in 1939 to a total of 
1,846,671 kilos, valued at $305,423, in 1940, according to the 
American consul at Habana. The bulk of the Cuban con- 
densed milk shipments during the past year was consigned 
to the Straits Settlements, Hong Kong and Netherlands Indies. 


The development of the canned milk industry in Cuba has 
been largely due to increasing tariffs levied on this product 
since 1927 when Cuban imports of condensed, evaporated, 
and concentrated milk totaled approximately 23,000,000 kilos 
valued at $5,104,862. Increased domestic production in re- 
cent years has been accompanied by a steady decline in im- 
ports which in 1939 fell to the lowest level on record, totaling 
426,910 kilos valued at $52,716. The United States and the 
Netherlands have hitherto been the principal sources of 
Cuban canned milk imports. 


Argentina Encourages Tomato Products Canning 


Canning of tomato products, encouraged by the Argentine 
Central Government, has become one of the outstanding 
“minor” industries developed in Argentina during recent 
years, according to a report from the U. S. Consulate at 
Buenos Aires. Officials of the Ministry of Agriculture state 
that if weather conditions continue favorable, the 1941 tomato 
crop will be one of the largest on record. 

If such is the case, it is estimated that there should be 
available a surplus of approximately 8,000,000 kilograms 
(17,600,000 pounds) of tomato products for export. The 
United Kingdom is the chief foreign outlet for this product, 
taking more than 75 per cent of aggregate shipments of 
tomato products during 1940, 

Outside of the British market, efforts of Argentine ex- 
porters to promote trade in these items it is believed will be 
confined largely to the neighboring countries of Paraguay 
and Brazil. 


General Discussion of Michigan Soils Published 


A general discussion of Michigan soils is contained in a 
recent publication issued by Michigan State College, Circular 
176, entitled “Soils of Michigan”. It is pointed out in this 
publication that cardinal points in good soil management 
are: (1) Adding lime to acid soils; (2) using a cropping 
system by which every cultivated field grows alfalfa, clover, 
or a mixture of grass and alfalfa every four years, or a crop 
of sweet clover for plowing under; (3) careful saving and 
application to the land of all animal manures; (4) control 
of erosion through rearrangement of fields, cropping system, 
and tillage practices; (5) using winter cover crops to prevent 
loss of plant food through leaching and erosion; and (6) use 
of commercial fertilizer to supplement the plant food supply 
in the soil and manure. 

The Association does not have copies of this publication 
for distribution to members, but they can no doubt be ob- 
tained upon request directed to Michigan State College, East 
Lansing, Michigan. 


New Assistant Federal Security Administrator 


Federal Security Administrator Paul V. McNutt today an. 
nounced the appointment as assistant administrator of Wat- 
son B. Miller, who for the last eighteen years has been 
National Rehabilitation Director for the American Legion 
and prominent in social welfare activities in this country, 
Leave of absence has been granted Mr. Miller by National 
Commander Milo J. Warner of the American Legion. 

Mr. Miller succeeds Wayne Coy, who has been designated 
by the President as chairman of the Board of Investigation 
and Research of the various modes of transportation, estab- 
lished under the Transportation Act of 1940, 

As Assistant Federal Security Administrator, Mr. Miller 
will aid in coordinating the functions of the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps, Food and Drug Administration, National 
Youth Administration, Office of Education, Public Health 
Service, Social Security Board, Freedmen’s and St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospitals, American Printing House for the Blind, 
Howard University, and the Columbia Institution for the Deaf. 


Hearing on Wisconsin Pea-Grading Bill 


A bill relating to the grading of raw peas, introduced in 
the Wisconsin Assembly, was scheduled for a hearing before 
the Assembly's Committee on Agriculture on March 26. The 
bill is opposed by the Wisconsin Canners Association as 
tending to discourage the buying of peas on a graded basis 
and as imposing a substantial hardship in the way of record- 
keeping requirements. The bill would not affect flat-rate 
grower contracts, 


British Columbia Canned Herring Pack 


The total pack of canned herring in British Columbia for 
the fall and winter season through January 11 amounted to 
557,000 cases, according to the Commercial Fishermen's 
Weekly. During this period, 66,933 tons of herring were 
landed in West Coast Canadian ports. In addition to the 
canned herring, over 7,000 tons of meal and 810,000 gallons 
of oil were also manufactured, 
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